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MEMORIAL TRIBUTE TO THE EMMANUEL NINE MARTYRS OF 2015
by Rev. Dr. Esther L. Seales
On the evening of June 17, 2015, Pastor Clementa C. Pinckney and eleven church members were in Bible Study at Mother Emmanuel A.M.E. Church in Charleston, South Carolina.  Dylann Storm Roof, a 21 year old Caucasian joined the Bible Study; he was welcomed and sat beside Pastor Pinkney. Roof participated in the Bible Study, often disagreeing with the discussion.  When the people started praying, Dylann Roof stood up, took a gun from his fanny back pack and started shooting.  He killed eight people on the spot, and the nineth person died at the hospital.  
There were 13 people in Bible Study including the shooter. Sister Felicia Sanders  and her five year old Granddaughter played dead.   Sister Sanders is mother of Tywanza Sanders, one of the murder victims. Dylann Roof asked Sister Polly Shepherd if he shot her.  She said. “No.”  He said, “I want you to live because you have to tell this story.”  Then Dylan Roof put the gun to his head, and pulled the trigger but there were no more pullets left in the gun. Dylan Roof then fled the scene.  Nine people died and three survived.  
Persons that were murdered were:
Clementa C. Pinckney (41) – The Pastor of Mother Emmanuel A.M.E. Church, and a S.C. State Senator.
Cynthia Graham Hurd (54) = Bible Study Member, and manager of Charleston County Public Library System. She was the sister of former State Senator, Malcolm Graham.
Susie Jackson (87) – the oldest victim who was Bible Study Member and Choir Member
Ethel Lee Lance (70) – the church’s sexton
Depayne Middleton- Doctor (49)  a pastor who was also employed as a school administrator and admissions coordinator at Southern Wesleyan University.
Tywanza Sanders (26) – the youngest victim who was a graduate of Allen University, he was the grandnephew of slain victim Susie Jackson; son of Felicia Sanders.
Daniel L. Simmons (74) – a pastor who also served at Greater Zion AME Church in Awendaw
Sharonda Coleman-Singleton – a pastor, also a speech therapist and track coach at Goose Creek High School.
Myra Thompson (59) – a Bible Study Teacher

Dylann Root was arrested the next day after his father and uncle contacted the police and identified Roof upon seeing pictures of him  on the security cameras.   Dylann Root  had hoped that Black folks would riot, set fires, loot and burn down Charleston, South Carolina.  He wanted to be remembered as the man that caused Black Folks to destroy the city.  But God’s Amazing  Grace was in the hearts and minds of the relatives of  love ones who were slain.  Within hours of the massacre, the relatives of the murder victims said they forgave Dylann Root.  On June 19, 2015, Dylann Roof was charged with nine counts of murder and one count of possession of firearms.  The same day Dylann Root  appeared in Charleston County Court via video Conference at a bond hearing where the  victims’s families spoke to Roof and forgave him for murdering their love ones.   Roof’s trial was held  in Charleston S.C. on December 7 and on December 15, 2016.  Roof was found guilty of thirty-three charges against him and was sentenced to death on January 20, 2017.  But this sentence was reduced to life in prison without parole on April 10, 2017. 
The Charleston Church Shooting prompted the Black Lives Matter Protests and called for the removal of Confederate Monuments and memorials across the United States.  The Confederate Flag was removed from the grounds of the South Carolina State House on July 10, 2025, by order of Republican Governor Nikki Hailey.   
God’s Amazing Grace was on display, by the families and friends of their love ones who were slain by Dylann Storm Roof, White Supremacist, Neo Nazi and mass murderer. This act of love and forgiveness touched the hearts of the nation and people around `the world.  
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